
D an Hampton, who played for the 1985 Super Bowl XX Champion Chicago Bears, is in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame.  A first-round draft pick for the Bears in 1979 out of the University of Arkansas, he was 

an outstanding, versatile defensive lineman.  He played 12 seasons with the Bears, six times earning first or 
second team All-Pro honors.  Nicknamed "Danimal" for a ferocious style of play, Hampton endured 10 knee 
surgeries and numerous other injuries to become recognized as one of the game's most dedicated players.  
It's for the 1985 season, however, that Dan and the Bears' defense is best remembered.  That year, Chicago 
allowed just 198 points and shut out both opponents in the NFC playoffs. The Bears went on to destroy New 
England 46-10 in Super Bowl XX, allowing just 123 total yards and sacking Patriot quarterbacks seven times. 
Although 1985 may have been a high point in his career, Hampton continued to play at a high level until 
finally retiring in 1990, becoming just the second Bear to play in three different decades.  These days, you 
can catch him talking football every week on WGN Radio’s “Three Bears” show.            
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